CHAPTER 111
GLADSTONE'S IRISH LAND BILL
IN 1881 Mr. Gladstone brought in his Irish Land Bill,
which, apart from its many political repercussions, brought
the Bar an enormous amount of work both In the Omnty
Courts and before the Commission ,sd up in Dublin. A typi-
cally Irish misadventure marred the opening of this Court*
Mr. Parncll and the Land League, which was organised
against landlords to secure mlueed rents, much as trades
unionists arc now organised against employers io maintain
fair wages, had already made their influence felt in the British
Parliament, and Mr, Gladstone knew their power; it was,
therefore, particularly unfortunate that in November 1881,
after the three Commissioners had entered the Court with
great pomp, when this registrar was directed to open the
Court officially, he should declare in a loud voice, " The
Court of the Land League Is now open.1*
At all events, tenants were now enabled to go to the County
Court and ask the Judge; to assess their holdings at ** fair
rents." This was a much-needed reform ; then* was a funda-
mental difference between the Irish and English land
systems which the English public,, with thrir natural respect
for the " sanctity of contract/* had long failed to appreciate*
The Irish tenant had no fixity of tenure, and, if he attempted
to improve his land, his rents as a rule would rise as a rault
of his expenditure. Rente were in many instances far too
high for the return given by the land, and, the landlords
insisting on arrears, the tenants were always liable to eviction
for non-payment of rent. In spite of the ambiguous attitude* of
Mr. Parnell as to the patronage of the Laud Act by the Irish
people, there was a rush to the County Courts in order to
take advantage of Mr. Gladstone's measure, and it is said
that the result was a crop of half a million lawsuits. If the Act